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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 978  

By  Jackson 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to name a bridge on State Route 48 in Dickson 

County in honor of the late William W. Hall. 
 

 WHEREAS, from time to time, the members of this General Assembly have seen fit to 

name certain highways and bridges to honor the memory of those exemplary public servants 

who, during their lifetimes, contributed significantly to the growth and prosperity of their 

respective communities; and 

WHEREAS, no Tennessean is more deserving of this honor than the late William W. Hall 

of Dickson, who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his family and fellow 

citizens in numerous capacities, including rendering meritorious service as City Recorder for the 

Town of Dickson; and 

WHEREAS, William W. Hall proudly served his country in the United States Navy during 

the Korean War and was honored with the National Defense Service Medal, Korean Service 

Medal, and United Nations Service Medal; he later served his fellow veterans as Commander of 

Dickson's American Legion post; and 

WHEREAS, after completing his military service, William W. Hall realized the American 

dream by working his way through Cumberland Law School, which was then still located in 

Lebanon; and  

 WHEREAS, elected in 1974, William W. Hall served with distinction as Chancellor for the 

6th Division before tragically losing his life in an automobile accident; and 

WHEREAS, Chancellor Hall was renowned throughout the legal community as an astute 

scholar, and the Tennessee Supreme Court upheld his decision in Pleasant View Utility District 

v. Vradenburg; and 
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WHEREAS, Chancellor Hall was also the author of a widely used handbook on 

Tennessee's General Sessions Courts; and 

WHEREAS, Chancellor Hall was a gifted amateur artist and painted a portrait of former 

West German Chancellor Willy Brandt; he presented the portrait to Chancellor Brandt 

personally, and the painting was displayed in the German Embassy in Washington D.C. for a 

time; and 

WHEREAS, this General Assembly wishes to name a certain bridge on State Route 48 

in Dickson County to honor the memory of Chancellor William W. Hall and his ongoing legacy of 

equality and justice under the law; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that the bridge spanning Furnace Creek on State Route 48 in Dickson County 

just south of such route's intersection with Starks Road is hereby designated the "William W. 

Hall Memorial Bridge" as a lasting tribute to a distinguished jurist and legal scholar. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Transportation is directed to erect 

suitable signs or to affix suitable markers designating the bridge described in the first resolving 

clause as the "William W. Hall Memorial Bridge". 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the erection of such signs shall be within the 

guidelines prescribed by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall become operative only if the 

federal highway administrator advises the Commissioner of Transportation in writing that the 

provisions of this resolution shall not render Tennessee in violation of federal laws and 

regulations and subject to penalties prescribed therein. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall become operative only if the cost 

of the manufacture and installation of such signs is paid to the department of transportation from 

non-state funds within one (1) year of the effective date of this resolution.  Such payment shall 

be made prior to any expenditure by the state for the manufacture or installation of such signs.  

The department shall return any unused portion of the estimated cost to the person or entity 

paying for such signs within thirty (30) days of the erection of such signs.  If the actual cost 
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exceeds the estimated cost, an amount equal to the difference in such costs shall be remitted to 

the department in non-state funds within thirty (30) days of the sponsoring person or entity 

receiving an itemized invoice of the actual cost from the department. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an enrolled copy of this resolution be transmitted to 

the Commissioner of Transportation. 


